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                                          CAMDEN CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING  

                                        Minutes of meeting held September 19, 2012, 7-8:50 PM  

                                                                     Draft version 

 PRESENT:  members of the Commission:  Doug Johnson, Carla Ferguson, Robin Kern, David Kern, Roger 

Rittmaster 

(Excused members:   Barbara Melchiskey, John Evrard)                                  

Non-members -   Nancy Caudle-Johnson (Tree City USA and Arbor Day coordinator) 

Guests:  Jeff Kuller – Director, Parks and Recreation/Snow Bowl 

                 Nina Young, Lands Projects, Maine Farmland Trust 

                 Cate Cronin, Campaign Director, Maine Farmland Trust 

The meeting, chaired by Doug Johnson, proceeded as follows:  

Doug opened the meeting by introducing two guests from Maine Farmland Trust (MFT) – Nina Young, 

Lands Projects and Cate Cronin, Campaign Director, who presented an overall description of MFT’s land 

acquisitions, methods and goals and a more particular description of the Rokes Egg Farm project and 

Spear property project. They answered Commission members’ questions as to how land was purchased 

and then sold to farmers, what kind of land MFT acquired and desired, and what were MFT’s goals in 

Maine and specifically in Camden.  A picture emerged of a dynamic movement in Maine, and in fact 

throughout the country, to preserve farmland and bring back farms. Ms. Young and Ms. Cronin 

enthusiastically agreed to work with the Commission on an October fundraising walk at Rokes Egg Farm, 

to take place on an October Sunday morning (date yet to be picked). The walk will be combined with a 

pancake breakfast at the Snow Bowl. Carla Ferguson will work on setting the final date. There will be a 

press release and the walk will be sponsored by the Commission as a fundraising event. Doug moved 

that the Commission donate $500.00 to MFT. After some discussion, the motion carried. Ms. Young and 

Ms. Cronin left the meeting after their presentation and the ensuing discussion; all those present 

thanked them greatly for their informative presentation and inspiring work. 

The meeting then turned to old business: 

-there were corrections to the minutes of the 8/22/12 meeting made by Doug and Nancy Caudle-

Johnson. These were discussed briefly and the corrections will be sent to Robin Kern to be put into the 

final version. This version was accepted; 

-the heritage tree project is moving forward, as Nancy and Robin had each prepared a sample tree 

application/nomination form. These forms were presented and their comparative strengths and 
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weaknesses were discussed. Nancy and Robin will work together to harmonize these forms into one. 

They hope to be able to do so by the next meeting. 

Finally, there were two further important items of business: 

-Doug and Nancy wrote a letter in support of the Town of Camden’s application for a grant for funds to 

support a Camden River to Harbor Walk. This letter, dated September 14, 2012 and signed by Douglas N. 

Johnson, Chair, Camden Conservation Commission, was part of the grant proposal. The letter describes 

the Commission’s role in envisioning such a walk and in promoting over the years various components 

that will form this walk, and affirmed the Commission’s continuing support of this project. 

-Jeff Kuller announced that the Recreation Trails (RT) program grant for the tannery has been approved 

and that 900 feet will be completed by next summer. 

To end on a wonderful note:  Roger Rittmaster mentioned that he had seen at the Snow Bowl large 

numbers of breeding common buckeye butterflies, which are rarely seen in Maine. 

The next meeting of the commission will take place on October 24th. 

 These minutes are submitted by Robin Kern, secretary, as an accurate representation of the major 

topics discussed and agreed upon at this meeting. 
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